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:ﬁplosionﬂ were such that thev shook entire island snd shattered one window

in prd-fly. The preesure waves were more nronounced than the noise, Fire
soread across the stern snd forward to #2 and #l; with such sneed that all vere

stunned, Exnlosions on fantzail caused large chunks of debr¢s to flv c'}.eer

. SN
above ori-fesemit tower and forward of island,

- Bacn T2 S0t
TenERaags. L I - h on port ouarter@ fire cuickly spread to

djucent aircraft with smoke and fire coverins entire stern are Men and

____,.,__—-—d‘
equivpment turned to and there were several in the fire arca when first ordnance

went off,] Men were hlown about the deck but recovered% continued fighting .
Immediate action taken by air-boss to direct and control fire parties, The

fire spread to aircraft adjecent to #l elevator and all the wav across +he
starboard side, Ordaance continued to blow men and ecuinment from sceneyf

but thev continuvally retvurned to ecuinment, FHose team leaders and catanult)

2z# flicht deck, and handldng officerslead teams 2s men fell all around from
and
blast & shra_nénel. Fire got worse as the entire fan taill was enenlfed and

ordnance contiaually exnle@ded. DPestrovers RCGERS and STODDART came along

. Scancely
gide to assist but had little effect, Thev comld wew yeach flicht deck with

vater @y ¢ssuAk, THEI# EFronTs MAYy HAVIE SIVEY HANGER DEc/
GY # 4 ELkyr7073 Foora FUnTHER  FIoiK .

lipoce pressure 1n,yc—decw cte., SOz T —f st e o o ngn—Tarrs Fire crmﬂ:
PAESSwri€ 6N Bol #os&'.i R EEED THesA AFT

took hoses ang;{to sten over bodies, some on fire, in their nath, len rolled

QuE Iy ﬁ&//.rp > His SHIPMATE 047

shipmates over and over to mat fires out,=ud 2T, Yo

OF m' ONE FIRAE .7:(/7"0 ARCTHEAD ALD Fo7H wé—f«'E Los 7T

e T T i g This was on center line zheem of #L
uaszFf

elevator,

090C - fire enmeard from nrv-flv to be under controll, !Hose beessure

better aft, Long hose team organized aft and area/ has beer clecred hv blast
orﬁushinf: air craft over the side.



Uil area

tlelo is searching th%&aft in water after Pr1?1n9 one lozc cf survivors

aboard,

0910 - Fire team§etill have vlenty of hair as thev fight aﬁ%st exnloding
rockets and live mark gizg%ombﬁy’on starboard cuarter. Thev walk through
shirmates blooc to move hosesihaziud. Crarred bodies recovered and moved
forward by stretcher teams., Cantain ordered no more nlanes to be nushed
over the side, Large fire starboard, aft of island, just now under control.

Large hole in flight deck bv LSO platform being served with much fog foam and
water, Aircraft ,LJ#;)wingthailsiand encines lvineg about charred fliecht deck,
Hose teams fichting small magnesium fires over entire aft deck area,

092t -~ Destrover 876 movine from nort cuarter aft., Mickev Mouse head sets
absolntely invaluable on flight deck for communication to orx-flv,

0930 - Recuest from Ilicht deck to opush aircraft over the side. Air bhoss
went to commending officer for clearance to mish over fan-tail, ﬂirnﬁgg.Helo
revorted in route to Enterorise, Bow CK to recover helos.

090 - Medics nick no bodyk"which is nothing more than collection of
fire proof clothing aft of island,

09 50 - Small fires reported on 02 and 03 levels aft. <Lhev are being brousht
under control asthev occur, A£ir PBoss and Lssistant have good control of fligcht
deck throughout fantastically fast movine sitvationf. They meet each situation
as it occurs,

09t5 - Handlin~ Officer renorts F-li starting s was being serviced
by coﬁnressor afdd that it started drgn tank on fire,

Mary meve Cousws SuBSeQUINTE) ReponTed.

ms’ dﬂf*
100C = Coast Guard Helo zhoard for three stretcher cases and twO'walkeg

) C\Jﬂ

C-130 21so in arees for search, Hundreds of men on after deck in well organized
hose teams., ©mall smoke sources are all thats left, Twentw milimeter ammo

adrift beine thrown over by EOD tesms,



1005 - Aircra©t loss count begfn., Most efforts in orv-fly directed to
contro])f and coordination of air evac aircraft, Loss count 8 - Fl's, € -
£-7"s, 1 - £-3, I count &l men orav}’azose teamy eg@ Medics and blankets apnearing
on deck in good effort., I see L F-l Hulks across fan-tail, 1 £-3 with engines
and wing only ie on 2ft edee of #l elevator, One F-L and one A-7 1lving on ez
sides forward of #h elevator, Pieces of at least five more 4-7's lvineg aft
of island on Starboard side. 4nv other aircraft are either over the side
or blown to fairly small vieces, ELneines are lvine et random aromnd after

deck amone fire crews,

1010 = I count 28 intac\aircraft forwerd, 4Any demage would be from

flying debrde to these aircraft, Two Air-#orce helos loadine casuslties

on bow, one hovering on vort omarter awaitine landine smace, Six holes in
flight decigfvisible;all on nort onarter - three verv large., Wind across deck
37 knots for helos to operate,

1050 -~ Navy helo 1ifted from how with casual{tics. St111 nourine water
into holes in deck aft., Two more Air ,é"orce kelos on the bow loading, PBlankets
being used to patch holes in fire hoses, Seven tow tractors visible aft, five
avnear to be destroved, Drivers attemoted to man these tractors from the start
I ssw several drivers get blasted off the seat and some are nrobablv d ead,

Time and arain attermts were made to start tractors and mmll aircraft clear

but bomb blasts were so freocuent that nobodv could stav on tractorg, Ster

»

ABANOE N TRACTCRS i
T saw none ) cwsmer Pvoluntarilv, Everv driverwas blown from his mach’ne.

A-7 aircraft no 310 wes beins towed clear and 3iust about made it when blast
driver off t rector 2nd blew port wing from aircraft, He lav on deck
apparently dead for aoproximatelv 1F mimutes as shimmetes had to continue in

by efforts to fight,



1110- Most nry-f1¥ effort still directed toward helo evacvation., Hose
teams still cooline stern area of flight deck, Sicht seerw beginnine to
anpear from below decks,

As men performjéin the last threehours one wonders what thev could
accomplish if we n2id them a decent wage. Looking aft vou canstill see the
soots vou will never forget where kids died for no rezson excent the job was
there. Lafge Jpool of blood still srominent™beam of island on port side where
tractor driver laid for so leng, Most other evidence of bodies either burned
or washed awav now, Green die markers from survival vests have heen denloved
in several nlaces aft and show bright green blotches on deck,

1130 - Hose teams are brezking into clean-un crews and viline debred§ on
deck and throwing it over the side,

Thi_nkingﬁﬂtfn“ first part of t'e fire, the destrover skivvers showed great
courage in ship-~handling in brirgtnr_r their shins alone side the fan-tail, Thev
were so close aboard thet onlv the super-structure was visible from pri-flv,
at times., A1l three ships were vnitching moderatlev at the time, Smoke and
flames billowed out over their bows as their crews attempted to get water on
our flisht deck. Thev exposed themselves to actreme danger from exploding tombs
with aoparent, disregard for zl{‘g;r own safety, If at first their efforts were
not e ffective dne to low water nressure there wa \%10 ouestion ahout their resolve
or intent, |
1145 - Shins position from Honolulu, TACAN, renorted 200°/58 NM, Three
Marine helos loading casunalities on bow,
Cantain LEE announced losses estimated at 13 deed, 78 wounded and unknown
missing, 15 aircraft destroved, shin headed for Pearl Harhor, I just noticed

a snake eve fin lodeed in T-shaned antenna envroximeted 15 feet above the 017

A
level and4 cit in metal shieldine over locker,‘; thar aved,



1215 - Efforts to clear after-flight deck area continueg, Debres_-is being
pushed and shoveled over the side and we are begining to look like a .Na*:v chin
again, Crews on A-?ﬁ\?é%lo robbing varts as fast as thev can be removed and
carried below,\sbwcf-:; on “-’igilante 60l forward 'Jasl".'_"_ﬁ.'!‘lg. ﬁa.]t water off.

1230 - Air force helo loadine on bow, lMan ovez:"‘r::;rt side renorted,
Helo BENZINE 22 1ifted immeadstely to search, BAINBRIDGE moving from bow to
search area with 2ll hands apparently on deck, £#11 efforts now on coordinating
search and evacuating natients., Attempts being made to muster all hands through
out the ship. |

1305 - Plat was vlaved back lpppmems. EOD teams trving to pick up small
pieces of high exnlosives adrift on deck. A1l hands ordered to s tand fast
+i11 deck cleared hy EOD, ©Sti11 nothing on men over-board.

1332 - CINCPACFLT on hoard conducting nreliminaty sairvev of damage.

I went %& Men are gathered pn crouns on 211 decks between »ri-fly and
hangar deck, #~l1l seem to be sveculating who in their di.vis:‘-,m;\ms killed., <ome
are clean and jovial about amusineg thinze that hanvened to them, others are
blood stained and in obvious shock over what thev have seen and zmpmmwkExky done.
COMMENTS BY SAILOES: "I just ran from mv smace into the cat-walk and a sailor
fell into cat-walk with his arm blown off,"

"I walked bv and two cuve were stuffing his cuts back in before thev conld
1ift him,"

"I wonder if thev will let us go on liberty tonight."
1L1E - CAG trving his best to get fresh water wash down on remainine aircraft,
First fresh water on flieht deck anpezrine at this time. Men can be seen lying

on flight deck, exhausted, Assistant air boss coordinatine efforts of helos

from nri-fly and trvine to keeo sisht seemrs from flight deck.

Vork load in ori-flv has been over whelming tnt 211 situations were n&t
oLy UROFIAPABAIC 417 Boss awp Ass1ETAM A1 Bo3S
end handled calmlygy SFEH! 0 well cosnviwATeD EFFOATE,



Hun-reds of decisionépave bteen made on information observed, and received from
damare control, mickev mouse neonle on flicht deck, add other stations,
These decisions were made nrommtly and contributed bevond comnrehension in
limitine damage end injury. Communications in primarv were excellent throuchout.,
Enlisted crew in nrimary was calm and efficient in handline commmnications and
directing air traffic around shin, There vere vnnecessary ca2lls to nrimary but
thev were held to a minimum,

1Lbe - Jettison nrocedures from flirht deck arain secured, Cne 2mpr ¥ 7-)
engine§ hangine from fan tail car&.be moved , ECD continues efforss to locate
bombs amd renorted at various nlaces below decks, Shio hezdingz toward Pearl
Harbor, Admiral HYLAND still on flight deck. Honclulu radio revorting fire

and death on ENTERPRISE,

1520 - We are now passing ¥my bucys c* sntrance to Pearl Harbor., Commercial
cruise :
aircraft end cxsw= boats all around., Hundreds of neoole line the shores at
EX¥XEFY Irocuois Point +o watch as we nass old battle shin wiers where Pearl
Harbor saw worse 2f -ears ago,
liost aircraft on forward end of shin have been washed with fresh water

in attemnt to reduce corrosive action of foc foam and s2lt water., Shin is in
good order ac che nasses X abeam Ford Isgland, All is o'ite in pri-fly and
we are left with our thoughts here.

1610 - Tirst line ashore Peazrl Harbor nier, I count 19 ambmlances, and

three medical *msses standing by,




